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with the utmost confidence and infallibility, ascribes
to men who have a right to stand on a level wiih him,
and who were at one time his colleagues and supposed
to be his friends, motives for their acts the direct
contrary of that which they state themselves, and
motives which they indignantly disclaim". Nor were
the Conservatives backward in abuse. "An intoler-
able, an imbecile, an accursed Bill," was what Lord
Salisbury termed it; while Lord Randolph Churchill
declared that the Irish leaders were "political brigands
and nihilists", and that the Government had been
"as capricious as a woman, and as impulsive and
passionate as a horde of barbarians".

There was no doubt who was the spear-head of the
attack on the Bill. To quote Sir Henry Lucy: "Any-
one who closely watches the course of events in
Committee knows that the real Leader of the Opposi-
tion, the life and soul of obstruction, is Mr. Chamber-
lain. It is he that sets the battle in array, sends out
skirmishing parties, and is ever ready to lead an attack
in person. The rank and file are already tired of a
business that interferes with their social arrange-
ments. . . . Needs must when Mr. Chamberlain
drives. He sits there in constant attendance, relentless,
implacable. . . . It is only when Mr. Chamberlain
steps into the arena and Mr. Gladstone swiftly turns
to face him that benches fill, drooping heads are raised,
eyes brighten, the Chamber resounds with cheers
and counter-cheers, and the dry bones of the debate
rattle into strenuous life."

In face of such opposition progress was slow, and in
order to expedite the passage of the Bill the Prime
Minister introduced the guillotine. This still further
embittered the situation. Mr. Balfour stigmatized it